Title:
Pastor:
Date:
Time:

The love of money – the Sermon on the Mount
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"If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were precisely those
who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they
have become so ineffective in this."
- CS Lewis
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SERMON
The Beatitudes
The way of Righteousness
TWO DANGERS
1. Becoming religious
2. Loving money
THE LOVE OF MONEY
Two metaphors
Treasure
Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT)
19
Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves
break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do
not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.
The story of the rich fool
Luke 12:13-21 (NLT)
13
Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s estate with
me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?” 15 Then he
said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.” 16 Then he
told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17 He said to himself, ‘What
should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build
bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to
myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be
merry!”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you
worked for?’ 21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”

The eye
Matthew 6:22-24 (NLT)
22

“Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with
light. 23 But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you
have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is! 24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate
one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money.
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1 Timothy 6:10 (NLT)
For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from
the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.
THE SOLUTION
Matthew 6:22-24 (NLT)
25
“That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life - whether you have enough food and drink, or
enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds.
They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far
more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? 28 “And why
worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t work or make their
clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God cares so
wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for
you. Why do you have so little faith? 31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What
will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly
Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he
will give you everything you need. 34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.
Knowing the Father
Living in simplicity
Hebrews 13:5-6 (ESV)
5
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never
leave you nor forsake you." 6 So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear;
what can man do to me?"
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